What Is Expository Preaching?
A Biblical Distinctive of Christ Fellowship Bible Church
Introduction
Welcome to an interest in discovering, and understanding a distinctive of Christ Fellowship Bible Church, (CFBC hereafter), called Expository Preaching. We recognize most churches have committed themselves to the preaching of God’s Word in some particular manner. Some may refer to the preaching as sermons, messages, proclamation of the Word, or as in liberal or Catholic traditions, the homily. From the conception of CFBC expository preaching is set forth to be one of the distinctive necessities of  the church setting it apart from most other churches in the community. It was believed  there was a specific need for  a Word centered church in this area, and since the conception, in 2009 CFBC is committed to the expository preaching mode. The expression, “expository preaching” may be a new description for some, and for others there may need to be a clarification of what the expression means. Because CFBC desires to be a God-centered church we are necessarily a Scripture centered body of believers who will look to the preaching of God’s Word as the axle upon which our relationship with God revolves, and the entire ministry.  Because this distinctive is so critical to church life we have set forth in this brief pamphlet an overview of expository preaching with a goal of answering the question, What is Expository Preaching? It is our hope and desire that as you read the following you will come to have a greater appreciation, understanding of what preaching is, and specifically, expository preaching as the authoritative proclamation of God’s Word.

Should There  Be Preaching Today?
As we approach this subject of preaching we are currently in a season when expository preaching, by in large, in the words of the apostle Paul, “out of season.” The attractions and entertainment mood of the average evangelical church has caused many to either abandon the sound exposition of God’s Word, or to place it in a secondary role in the gathering of God’s people for worship. As a result, many have grown unaccustomed to sound exposition, or believe the church is making progress apart from the exposition of Scripture.  While the aim of this pamphlet is not to deal with the superficiality of the church growth movement, the growth and maturity of the church are not determined by numbers, nickels, and noise. When the average evangelical looks around and sees bulging auditoriums, parking lot attendants, and choreographers to emulate Hollywood, it is easy to be pulled into the vortex of thinking all is well in evangelicalism. The truth of the matter is, as Amos has said, “there is a famine in the land” for the exposition of Scripture. The elements of a healthy church are  spiritual maturity, holiness, and disciple making of her members to name a few. 

The Basis for Preaching:

Why should the church even undertake this old, archaic, monologue called preaching in a day and age when communication is a dynamic visual explosion of feelings aimed at moving the heart of man?  Would it be too simple to say, “We preach the Word of God because God has told us to do so?” This is exactly what young Pastor Timothy was told by the seasoned veteran apostle Paul. In 2 Timothy 4:2   Paul instructs Timothy to “  preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.” The church preaches because she is under the authority of the written revelation of God. “..preaching is not a human invention but a gracious creation of God and a central part of His revealed will for the church.”
  Man may determine he has a better method of communication, a new way to proclaim the old message, but God has called us to reveal who He is through the proclamation of His Word. 

“True preaching begins with this confession: We preach because God has spoken. That fundamental conviction is the fulcrum of the  Christian faith and of Christian preaching. The Creator of the universe,  the omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent Lord, chose of His own  sovereign will to reveal Himself to us. Supreme and complete in His holiness, needing nothing and hidden from our view, God condescended to speak to us and even to reveal Himself to us.”

God has condescended to reveal Himself to His creatures. In these final days, Hebrews 1:1-2 tells us, “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,  in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.” As a result, “we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake 2Cor. 4:5.” God has spoken. Therefore we speak!

The Background of Preaching:

In beginning this study of expository preaching it would be appropriate to do a short survey of the Scriptures to verify and validate that preaching itself is a biblical undertaking before a particular method is reviewed and supported. Therefore, a review of the biblical terms relevant to this discussion will be reviewed from the New Testament.  We could include a survey of relevant Old Testament words for this study, but for the purposes of this brief pamphlet the survey will encompass only  New Testament words as we are New Covenant preachers. It is taken as a presupposition from the Old Testament that preaching the revelation of God is a thread  woven through the entire Old Testament from Moses to Malachi as God spoke His revelation through His instruments of choice. Perhaps one reminder from Nehemiah 8:8 of expository preaching will stimulate our Old Testament remembrance. When Ezra opened book, “they read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so they understood the reading.” Preaching the revelation of God to God’s people was foundational to His calling upon their lives throughout the Old Testament.

We will begin our survey of New Testament words that describe the proclamation of God’s word each with their own particular shade of meaning which provides differing nuances for our understanding. From a concordance and lexicons we will note the significance of these words and their meanings:

 euvaggeli,zw: “ It is translated as “preach” 23 times, “preach the Gospel” 22 times, “bring good tidings” twice, “show glad tidings” twice, “bring glad tidings” once, “declare” once, “declare glad tidings” once, and translated miscellaneously three times.  1 to bring good news, to announce glad tidings. 1a used in the OT of any kind of good news. 1a1 of the joyful tidings of God’s kindness, in particular, of the Messianic blessings. 1b in the NT used especially of the glad tidings of the coming kingdom of God, and of the salvation to be obtained in it through Christ, and of what relates to this salvation. 1c glad tidings are brought to one, one has glad tidings proclaimed to him. 1d to proclaim glad tidings. 1d1 instruct (men) concerning the things that pertain to Christian salvation.” “..in the N. T. used especially of the glad tidings of the coming kingdom of God, and of the salvation to be obtained in it through Christ, and of what relates to this salvation.”3 The main thrust of this word lies with the content itself being the good news of what God has done.
καταγγέλλω: “17 occurrences;  translates as “preach” 10 times, “show” three times, “declare” twice, “teach” once, and “speak of” once.  1 to announce, declare, promulgate, make known. 2 to proclaim publicly, publish. 3 to denounce, report, betray.”4 Unlike euvaggeli,zw this word does not have inherently within it what is declared, that will be determined by the object in

context. The point for reference here is that the word describes the act of proclaiming.

διδάσκω:“97 occurrences; translates as “teach” 93 times, and “taught + 2258” four times.  1 to teach. 1a to hold discourse with others in order to instruct them, deliver didactic discourses. 1b to be a teacher. 1c to discharge the office of a teacher, conduct one’s self as a teacher. 2 to teach one. 2a to impart instruction. 2b instill doctrine into one. 2c the thing taught or enjoined. 2d to explain or expound a thing. 2f to teach one something.”5 The verb describes a form of preaching as to impart, explain or expound a thing. 

(μιλέω : “Four occurrences;  translates as “talk” twice, “commune with” once, and “commune together” once.  1 to be in company with. 2 to associate with. 3 to stay with. 4 to converse with, talk about: with one.”6 While this verb is used only one time in the New Testament with reference to preaching in Acts 20:11 it has become the root form for what is called the homily and for the science of homiletics.  In this context Paul “talked’ with them a long while as  his sermon lasted until daybreak.

 
κηρύσσω: “61 occurrences;  translates as “preach” 51 times, “publish” five times, “proclaim” twice, “preached + 2258” twice, and “preacher” once.  1 to be a herald, to officiate as a herald. 1a to proclaim after the manner of a herald. 1b always with the suggestion of formality, gravity and an authority which must be listened to and obeyed. 2 to publish, proclaim openly: something which has been done. 3 used of the public proclamation of the gospel and matters pertaining to it, made by John the Baptist, by Jesus, by the apostles and other Christian teachers.”7 “..proclaim aloud, announce, mention publicly, preach most often in reference to God's saving action.”8  This word emphasizes the authority and gravity the preacher has as a herald of not only the gospel, but also those trues that relate to the gospel and the Christian life.  This word may very well be the descriptive and defining word to describe the New Testament preacher and preaching. The following verses, and pivotal contexts all include this element of “herald, publish and proclaim. We see the “preaching” of John the Baptist in the wilderness which transitions us from the Old Testament to the New (Mark 1:4). Jesus, who grew up in the rural town of Nazareth came on the scene in His public ministry at Galilee “preaching the gospel of God” (Mark 1:14). Later Jesus gathered a group of disciples around Him having instructed them so that He could send  them out “to preach” (Mark 3:14). He did later send them out “..to the lost sheep of Israel...preach, saying the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 10:6-7). The church was sent forth on her missionary task into the world by the Lord Himself to “Go into the world and preach the gospel to all creation” (Mark 16:15). The church did indeed do just that and we hear and follow the Apostle Paul throughout the epistles preaching the word of God as noted in 1 Corinthians “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.”(1 Corinthians 1:21 ).  And  also “but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,..” (1 Corinthians 1:23).

From this brief New Testament survey of a few relevant New Testament terms it can be substantiated that preaching is clearly commanded, modeled, and warranted for today. With it briefly established that preaching has a mandate from God Himself it behooves us to examine the various potential preaching modes in an attempt to isolate the one model of expository preaching for further study.

Are There Other Preaching Methods?
From the beginning   the distinctive method of preaching at CFBC is the expository method. This would presuppose there are other methods of preaching that are not expository.   There are primarily five preaching methods.  We will review four of them here, and consider the fifth, expository preaching separately.  The first is topical preaching. Topical preaching generally derives its motives from one of two possible sources. A topical sermon may seek to expound  a particular biblical topic where the preacher will  examine all of the relevant biblical passages that relate to that particular subject. It might be considered  similar to systematic theology where a subject is treated in an exhausting manner as just mentioned.  In this method the preacher would seek to examine the subject and then divide the subject accordingly depending on the nature of the topic. The preacher will necessarily be driven to think logically in order to present the subject in an orderly fashion to build upon, and be understood by the listener. There is another possible motive that drives a topical approach to preaching and that would be preaching the culture, or  what one may suppose as, relevant felt needs. If this is the case then the source for these sermons easily can become extra-Biblical. By way of caution and warning a topical message that is rooted in cultural relevancy or felt needs  may find the preacher wide of the biblical mark for the simple reason that he must examine, evaluate, and discern cultural and relevant needs through a biblical grid and he may not be mature enough to discern and discard appropriately. In addition to this, the basis for a “word from the Lord” will not be theo-centric, but anthropocentric in orientation. One can see the dangers with this method if the topics chosen are extra-biblical. Another caution as it relates to topical preaching is that for the sake of topics or what could even become “favorite subjects” the preacher may neglect other crucial and essential contexts for the edification of the believer. Broadus comments on the topical sermon by saying “..it has its dangers. The preacher easily becomes interested in finding subjects that are interesting and readily yield a good oration rather than those that have a true Christian and scriptural basis or those that come close to the needs of the people. He is tempted to think more of his ideas and sermons than of ‘rightly dividing the word of truth’ and leading people to the Kingdom of God.”9 However, there is an obvious benefit to studying and examining a particular subject for the edification of the Saints and a topical series can be beneficial. The expositor must be thorough and diligent to bring forth his subject contextually. The second kind of preaching is textual preaching. In textual preaching usually the preacher selects a particular phrase, portion, or short passage of Scripture that has within it a completed premise or thought.  The preacher will generally divide the portion up in textual sermon according to the text itself. This kind of preaching can be used very effectively and has been a source of much preaching in this country over the past centuries. Often the Puritan model can be found in a textual sermon from which they then begin to look at the thesis of that text from an often infinite number of directions. The caution in this  preaching is the neglect of context. This method often is used to a fault as the preacher has a message and is looking for a relevant text. More times than not, the context is not considered in an effort to use the Scriptures for ones own ends.  The third kind of sermon suggested by Broadus10 is the textual-topical sermon where  the “textual sermon gets its divisions from the text, and the topical sermon gets its divisions from the topic, the textual-topical sermon gets its divisions from both the text and the topic.”11 The fourth kind of preaching is biographical. This method undertakes a particular biblical or extra-Biblical person for the purpose of examining their lives and gleaning biblical trues for understanding their character as seen through the light of Scripture. An example of a biblical biographical sermon might be the life of the Apostle Paul or David. An example of an extra-biblical biographical study might be on Jonathan Edwards, or John Calvin. 

A question to be posed at this time for reflection below is; can these above four methods be included under the expository method or must they stand outside this particular method? After an examination of expository preaching that question will be answered.

What Is Expository Preaching?
By Definition:

In an attempt to grasp the meaning of expository preaching we will set forth several definitions offered in a variety of texts and then endeavor to pull together a working definition.

“The preacher seeks to bring the message of definite units of God’s Word to his people. He discovers the main theme or constituent parts of a book’s message as they were in the mind of the writer. These he unfolds, step by step, until he reaches the ultimate goal. He discovers the universal, organizing elements of thought in a book, and strives to set forth their essential relationship to contemporary life. He is not now concerned with what lies outside this particular book, but with its message. His treatment of words, phrases, texts, portions is important not for what they may separately, but as they relate to the main theme of the writer and the end he had in view in writing the book.”12
“An expository sermon is one which is occupied mainly with the exposition of Scripture..the expository sermon may be defined as a sermon that draws its divisions and the exploration of those divisions from the text..In other words, the entire thought content comes from Scripture.”13
“The consecutive treatment of some book or extended portion of Scripture on which the preacher has concentrated head and heart, brain and brawn, over which he has thought and wept and prayed, until it has yielded up its inner secret, and the spirit of it has passed into his spirit.”14


“No matter what the length of the portion explained may be, if it is handled in such a way that its real and essential meaning as it existed in the mind of the particular Biblical writer and as it exists in the light of the overall context of Scripture is made plain and applied to the present-day needs of the hearers, it may properly be said to be expository preaching.(  It is emphatically not preaching about the Bible, but preaching the Bible. “What saith the Lord” is the alpha and the omega of expository preaching. It begins in the Bible and ends in the Bible and all that intervenes springs from the Bible. In other words, expository preaching is Bible-centered preaching.”15
“An expository sermon has been well likened to a wheel. The main theme of the passage is the hub, and the contributing thoughts, that throw further light upon the theme, or which spring from this theme, are the spokes of the wheel which radiate from the hub, thus presenting a complete unit.”16
When we consider the four preceding kinds of preaching, and this fifth one, expository preaching, we can deduce several necessities of expository preaching. First, expository preaching is anchored in Scripture and nothing else but Scripture regardless of how seemingly relevant it may be. Secondly, the message will be the result of accurate exegesis and interpretation of the selected passage. Thirdly, there will be a faithful fidelity to the context and to the intent-purpose of the writer, and it will be in harmony with the ever increasing context from paragraph to chapter, to book, to testament, and ultimately the whole of Scripture. Consider by way of a syllogism. The major premise of preaching is to herald the good news of Jesus Christ with the attending trues for edification. The minor premise is that the method of expository preaching  sets forth an accurate, historical interpretation of Scripture. The conclusion is that expository preaching is the best method for accomplishing the intended goal of seeing the lost redeemed and edified.

There is often a misunderstanding of expository preaching in the mind of some as they may be of the opinion verse by verse exposition is expository preaching. It often is, but expository preaching is not inclusive of the verse by verse model.  The necessary ingredients of any message to be a properly preached message of God, and therefore expository, are  an understanding of the content of the text in its historical context, apprehending its structure, and arriving at the author’s original intent or purpose. This is the timeless truth to be carried to the listener. Once that has been determined it is now the preacher’s task to move to biblical exposition, or the expository message. Here the preacher is challenged to synthesize the content of the message, organize the structure in a communicable way, and then to bring the timeless truth to a today’s point.  This means that whether a message is topical, textual, or biographical, to be a true biblical exposition the above elements must be present and it will then necessarily be expository in nature. Dr. Al Mohler in his recent book, He Is Not Silent offers a great working definition of expository preaching that includes these elements as well as the various kinds of messages. He writes, “Expository preaching is the mode of Christian preaching that takes as its central purpose the presentation and application of the text of the Bible. All other issues and concerns are subordinated to the central task of presenting the biblical text.  As the Word of God, the text of Scripture has the right to establish both the substance and the structure of the sermon. Genuine exposition takes place when the preacher sets forth the meaning and message of the biblical text and makes clear how the Word of God establishes the identity and world view of the church as the people of God.”17
By Process:
How is biblical exposition accomplished? One of the first things the expositor will do is saturate himself in the text and preferably the original languages so that there is a freshness about his study.  After this the expositor will give consideration to the background and context of the particular passage. The portion under consideration is a particular portion of genre, in a particular paragraph, chapter, book, and testament. In order to preach with excellence the historical setting, geography,  social, and cultural setting need to be understood. For example if an expositor was to expound  the book of Haggai it would be essential to determine the historical context they were currently in, and from what context were they most recently delivered from. Why were they delivered, and why were they in captivity? These are the questions that would need to be asked and understood for the current passage to be understood contextually. These listeners of Haggai had recently returned from exile, and were to be rebuilding the temple when they were side tracked by their own agendas. The social and economic situation was not good as there were repeated crop failures and struggles to maintain their personal needs. Because of the discipline of the Lord there was always more month left at the end of the money and they could not figure out why.  Yet, in the midst of it there were some individuals who were able to divert their resources to creature comforts while God’s temple lay in a heap. God brings forth the prophet Haggai to speak to  the peoples side tracked devotion of the Lord, and to call them back to God as the central focus of their lives. This kind of background and context is essential to properly expound the book to the listener today. Next, as the expositor becomes saturated with the passage the purpose of the writer will begin to emerge. Allowing the Scriptures to speak what the author and the Spirit of God originally intended allows God to be the One speaking to the particular issue or truth being proclaimed. This is where the power and authority for the proclamation of the Word of God stems. The words are not derived from the preacher, or an extra-Biblical source, or a commentary, but from the powerful word of God. Further, the expositor will then develop the theme of the passage reviewing and refining as he studies. As mentioned above in the wheel analogy of a sermon, everything will revolve on, and from this particular point of the passage. The sermon will attempt to be a unified whole of parts with a single thematic propositional point. Lastly, the expositor will give consideration to the application of the single purpose he has been building upon for the entire sermon. His goal is to send the listener home with at least one action item anchored in the passage that calls the listener to a particular action that may take many forms.

By Example:

One of the first expository sermons comes to us through our Lord when He is given the opportunity to speak in the synagogue in Luke 4:16-22.  Old’s, has clearly established the priority of the preached word in the synagogue as a well-established tradition by the time of our Lord’s public ministry. “The preaching of the synagogue had as its aim the interpretation of Scripture and application of the lessons read in worship.”18 According to Old’s this took place on two levels. The first level was the straightforward interpretation of the Hebrew into the language of the people and the second level was the sermon where the listener heard the interpretation and application of the text. The point of the sermon was fourfold. To teach, inspire, admonish and comfort the listener.19 Paul offers a similar description of his preaching to the Colossians in Colossians 1:28, “We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.” It is into this synagogue environment that our Lord is handed the scroll opened to Isaiah 61:1-2 where He reads and gives the listener the interpretation and application of the passage. In another instance after the death and resurrection of Jesus He was on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-27) when He responded   to two men who were discouraged about the events of the crucifixion. Jesus responded to them explaining  things about Himself that were in the Scriptures. What Jesus did was exposit Old Testament references concerning Himself as the coming Messiah. In a similar way in (Luke 24:44-47) Jesus opened their minds to understand what was written in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms. Again, clear expository preaching is modeled by our Lord.

The Apostle Peter in the book of Acts preaches expositionally taking for his text in chapter two a passage from Joel 2:28-32. He takes this text as an explanation for the signs and wonders they are currently seeing take place in Jerusalem. Having set forth the fulfilled prophecy of Joel, he calls them to see in verse 22-23 that Jesus was the ultimate fulfillment of signs and wonders. To continue to make his point Peter references Psalm 16, Psalm 110 and concludes in an application to repent and be baptized (Acts 2:38).

Philip who was instrumental in a revival in Samaria assisted the Ethiopian Eunuch who was reading Isaiah 53:7-8 “and Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him”(Acts 8:35). He announced the good news of Jesus to him based on and from Isaiah.

The Apostle Paul in Acts 20:26-27 exclaimed,  “Therefore, I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God.” To state such a confidence in declaring the whole counsel of God Paul by implication is indicating he has preached to them from the Old Testament Scriptures and has not held back anything. We also see the Apostle Paul expositing various Old Testament references in Romans 10. In one such reference he quotes  Isaiah 52:7-9 to expound as his reason for preaching the gospel.  Throughout the book of Acts we follow Paul as he goes from one synagogue to another where he preaches Christ. To do so we can also understand that he, like Jesus in Luke 4, would also be given the opportunity to speak an exposition from an Old Testament Scripture which would be his catalyst to preach Jesus as the Messiah. With this brief review of Jesus, Peter, Paul and Philip we have several New Testament examples of the expository method of preaching to warrant its emulation today.

By Caution:

As in any discipline there may be some dangers to be made aware of. Gibbs mentions a worthwhile concern that centers around the unity of the exposition. “The chief danger is that the expository sermon may easily degenerate into a mere collection of little disconnected sermonettes  that have no relation to the central theme.”17 This is  a legitimate concern when unity of the passage is sacrificed for the chasing down of unwarranted rabbit trails at the expense of being cohesive. It will take a very able expositor to depart from the main theme, and yet be able to hold the entire theme together at the same time. One would anticipate this being especially a challenge when a multi message series is undertaken of a passage. Great care will need to be exercised to keep the listener in tune with the main point of the passage. This criticism may be a valid reason why some are not edified and impacted by the expository method. The reason for this would be that the listener is being forced to receive multiple priority propositions. In the earlier analogy of the sermon being a wheel Gibbs goes on to further state that, “Each sermon should be a complete wheel in itself, and not a collection of separate spokes, with no hub to bind them together and give completeness to the whole sermon.”18 

What Can the Listener Expect from Expository Preaching?   
  As a faithful listener of the proclaimed Word of God at CFBC what should you anticipate or expect from the faithful exposition of God’s Word? What should the preacher anticipate as the effects upon those who listen to an expository ministry of the Scriptures?  First, biblical exposition keeps the expositor from getting into ruts.19 There are certain subjects and themes that can easily become the preachers favorites or hobby horses.  Perhaps there are particular subjects and references that are meaningful in his own life that would become the spiritual staple of the congregation. Expository preaching will enable the preaching to remain fresh and expectant by the listener. Secondly, biblical exposition compels the preacher to deal with difficult subjects.20 There are portions of Scripture, subjects, and doctrinal themes that are difficult to interpret, difficult  to expound, and difficult to be heard. Preaching expositionally will force the expositor to tackle these areas which will further equip him in his study and proclamation of the word making him a better student of the word and preacher. As a listener this will be a wonderful blessing because the full counsel of the Word of God will be presented in all its richness. Thirdly, biblical exposition will enable the expositor to take up themes that come naturally in the text and this will enable him to deal powerfully and authoritatively in subject areas where touchy people would feel the sermon was aimed specifically at them.21 This is a tremendous blessing for the listener as we all hear the Word of God as the Lord Himself has providentially set it forth. Fourthly, biblical exposition honors the Word of God and gives immense gravity to the ministry that is based on it.22 

“When the minister is always turning to the Word of God for his authority, when his finger falls naturally on the open page where the proof text awaits his appeal, when each argument is clenched by the endorsement of the Divine Word, he not only places himself on the highest vantage ground possible, but compels his people to stand before the supreme Tribunal.”23
Fifthly, biblical exposition will furnish the expositor with material for a lifetime of preaching.24 The expositor will eventually find his seminary notes or sermon barrel dry, but never the riches of God’s Word.

“There truly is no dearth of preaching material for the man who cultivates the study of the Word of God itself. The well is deep and the supply of refreshment unfailing. As the man of God ponders prayerfully over the sacred page, he will find himself less and less dependent upon human aids and more completely cast upon the tuition of the Spirit of God.”25
Sixthly, biblical exposition puts the supreme emphasis on the Word of God.26 Therefore, by definition it necessitates the expositor be in intimate contact with the Scriptures (2Tim. 3:16).  Seventhly, biblical exposition develops intelligent Bible readers.27 Many of those in our congregations today who are nurtured on topical sermons are like a tourist when it comes to biblical maturity. They spend precious little time in a text observing the resident beauty and trues that are richly set forth as diamonds just below the surface. Eighthly, biblical exposition develops the preaching gifts of the expositor.28 

“If we are to preach so as to promulgate the Christian faith we must present the Bible revelation, and this cannot be done by any method so well as by expository preaching. This engages the skill of the preacher and demands his best homiletical art. In the Bible content the needs of humanity for God, for forgiveness, for comfort and assurance are met as they are met in no other source. Therefore, let the preacher expound that message and present that truth. In doing so he develops his preaching gift.”29
Ninthly, biblical exposition best meets human needs.30 This is true because expository preaching preaches the Bible, and therefore addresses the greatest human needs of humanity. Humanity is totally depraved, dead in their trespasses and sin, unable to extricate themselves from their plight, and the only way this most critical need can be met is through faithful exposition of the sacred Scriptures. “One of the most fundamental needs of the human race is deliverance from the penalty and power of sin..Biblical preaching does not dodge this vital point, but meets it fully.”31 Suffice it to say that an expository ministry is the method that sets forth the greatest possible effects for both the hearer and expositor. It must be kept in mind that the method of expository preaching for both the hearer and expositor necessitates the Spirit of God actively assisting the ministry of hearing, preparing, and proclaiming.

In addition expository preaching  enables the expositor in interpretation to rightly divide the word of truth. When the expositor applies and carries out the necessary elements of preparing an expository sermon mentioned above he will be able to arrive at the original author’s purpose, intent, and correctly discern the interpretation which is the essential basis for preaching.  The message has an inherent authority because it is solely based on the Scriptures and not the ideas of man (2Tim. 3:16).  All of Scripture is regarded as authoritative and therefore expository preaching recognizes the inerrancy of Scripture.

“The special attention evangelicalism has given to the inerrancy of Scripture in recent years carries with it a mandate to emphasize expository preaching of the Scriptures. The existence of God and His nature requires the conclusion that He has communicated accurately and that an adequate exegetical process to determine His meaning is required. The Christian commission to preach God’s Word involves the transmitting of that meaning to an audience, a weighty responsibility. A belief in inerrancy thus requires, most important of all, expositional preaching that does not have to do primarily with the homiletical form of the message. In this regard expository preaching differs from what is practiced by non-inerrantists.”32
Summary
Expository preaching is modeled in Scripture, reflects the best method of interpretation, and presents to you, the congregation the Scriptures as they were originally intended to be understood by the author,  God Himself. As a result the expositor can with all confidence, and conviction embrace this model as the most effective way to see the redemption of the lost and the transformation of the redeemed take place according to the sovereign will of God. This will provide the listener with  a sincere confidence that the Word of God is being accurately divided and applied to life. We hope that as you sit under the teaching ministry of Trinity Bible Church you will continue to not only grow, but flourish in the knowledge and grace of our Lord.

Bibliography

Arndt, William F. and F. Wilbur Gingrich. A Greek Lexicon of the New Testament. Chicago: The University Press, 1957

Blackwood, Andrew W. Expository Preaching for Today: Case Studies in Bible Passages. New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press,1953.

Broadus, John A. On the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons. San Francisco: Harper and Row Publishers, 1979
---------Lectures on the History of Preaching. New York: Sheldon and Company, 1876
Brooks, Philip. Lectures On Preaching. London: H.R. Allenson, 1876
Dargan, Charles E. A History of Preaching: From the Apostolic Fathers to the Great Reformers A.D. 70-1572. New York: A.C. Armstrong and Son, 1905

Garvie, Alfred E. The Christian Preacher. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1921

Gibbs, Alfred P. The Preacher and His Preaching. Fort Dodge, Iowa, 1939

MacArthur, John Jr. Rediscovering Expository Preaching, Balancing the Science and Art of Biblical Exposition. Dallas, Word Publishing, 1992

Meyer, F.B. Expository Preaching Plans and Methods. New York: Hodder and Stoughton, 1910

Mohler, Albert Jr. He is Not Silent. Chicago: Moody Press, 2008

Montgomery, R. Ames. Expository Preaching. New York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1939

Old, Hughes O. The Reading and Preaching of the Scriptures in the Worship of the Christian Church: The Biblical Period. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1998

Pattison, T. Harwood. The History of Christian Preaching. Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society, 1912
Ray, Jeff D. Expository Preaching. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1940
Thomas, Robert L. Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. Anaheim: Foundation Publications, 1995
Unger, Merril F. Principles of Expository Preaching. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1955
� Al Mohler, He is Not Silent. (Chicago, Moody Press. 2008),39


�Ibid.,40


3 Robert L. Thomas, Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. (Anaheim: Foundation Publications, 1995),electronic version


4 Ibid


5 Ibid


6 Ibid


7 Ibid.


8 William F. Arndt and  Wilbur F.Gingrich. A Greek Lexicon of the New Testament. (Chicago: The University Press, 1957), electronic version


9 John Broadus, On the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons. (San Francisco: Harper and Row Publishers, 1979), 57


10 Ibid., 57


11 Ibid., p.57


12 R. Ames Montgomery, Expository Preaching. (New York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1939) ,  42


13 John Broadus On the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons. (San Francisco: Harper and Row Publishers, 1979), 58 


14 F.B. Meyer, Expository Preaching Plans and Methods. (New York: Hodder and Stoughton, 1910), 29


15 Merril F. Unger, Principles of Expository Preaching. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing, 1955), 33


16 Alfred P. Gibbs, The Preacher and His Preaching. (Fort Dodge, Iowa, 1939),  218


17Al Mohler, He is Not Silent.(Chicago: Moody Press, 2008), 65


18 Hughes O. Olds, The Reading and Preaching of the Scriptures in the Worship of the Christian Church: The Biblical Period. (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1998),   102


19 Ibid., 102


17 Alfred P. Gibbs, The Preacher and His Preaching. (Fort Dodge, Iowa, 1939),  220


18 Ibid., 220


19 F.B. Meyer, Expository Preaching Plans and Methods. (New York: Hodder and Stoughton, 1910), 49 


20 Ibid.,51


21 Ibid.,53


22 Ibid.,58


23 Ibid.,61


24 Alfred P. Gibbs, The Preacher and His Preaching. (Fort Dodge, Iowa, 1939),  220 


25 Merril F. Unger, Principles of Expository Preaching. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing, 1955), 27 


26 Alfred P. Gibbs, The Preacher and His Preaching. (Fort Dodge, Iowa, 1939),  219


27 R. Ames Montgomery, Expository Preaching. (New York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1939) ,  44 


28 Ibid., 47


29 Ibid., 49


30 Merril F. Unger, Principles of Expository Preaching. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing, 1955), 28 


31 Ibid., 29


32 John Mac Arthur Jr., Rediscovering Expository Preaching, Balancing the Science and Art of Biblical Exposition. (Dallas, Word Publishing, 1992), 22





20

